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Caught in the middle of the controversy was the First Unitarian
church, of which Charles Davis is the newly-elected moderator, He re-
ceived the police reports from Keith Jones, an aide to Mayor Schrunk
and a member of the church,

The congregation debated the issue in April 1969; at which time,
Mr. Davis, who is also chairman of the Oregon Chapter, ACLU, said that
the quarrel was not with the objectives of the group but ”with the
failure of its spensors to accept realistically the operational conse-
quences of pianning, financing, staffing and supervision arlsing from
their commitment to those objectives." #

Mr, Davis said then that the demands upon the church board and
staff, "as pqrt101pants in this church, do not leave energy to reform
Chﬂrlx cr to superv1se those who may later volunteer to reform it,"

By last June, however, it was felt that the sponsors of Charix
were enfoxrcing ihe rule that no one under 18 years of age could fre-
quent the coffee house, but in August of 1969 the supervisor left,
and s1nce then runaways as young as 14 had been 2llowed to enter,

Mr. Davis reported that the Charix- Unitarian relationship is not
Jjust a simple tenant-landlord one:

"There have been formal reviews of the Charix operation by special
committees of the church on at least four occasions, and the progress
of Cherix programs has been discussed at many board meetings.

"The special relationship is indicatied by the decision of the
congregation a year ago, which set the requirements that a fully
qualified director be hired; that there be a demonstration of church
and community support satisfactory to our board of trustees, and that
a nominal rental of $150 per month be paid."

Whether Charix will be reopened or not depends on the outcome
of a future meeting between the church board and Portland Youth
Associates.
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MIDDLE-QF-THE-ROAD STANCE ON
ABORTION SEEN BY ADVENTIST

By Religious News Service (3-17-70)

PORTLAND, Ore, (RNS) -- Neal C, Wllson, president of the North
American Section of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, predicted here
that when the denomination meets at Atlantic City in June it will
steer a middle-of-the-road course on ahbortion,

Commenting on the recent law easing abortion in Hawaii, reputedly
the most liberal in the U,S,, Mr. Wilson said he was sure other states
would follow its lead,

Admitting that Seventh-day Adventists have not delved into the
abortion controversy as have other denominations, Mr. Wilson added
that "we are not unmindful of social problems and our responsibilities
to meet then,"
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He said the denomination would have a difficult time assuming a
hard-and-fast position, since it is active in 220 different countries,

"The Church deplores anything that would contribute to declining
norals and would steer away from anything which would encourage pro-
piscuousness,"he said, "Therefore, we would not feel it our responsi-
bility to promote laws to legalize abportion,,, nor oppese then,

"Though we walk the fence, Seventh-Day Adventists lean towards
aborticn rather than against it, Because we realize we are confronted
by big problems of hunger and overpopulation, we do not oppose fanily
planning and appropriate endeavers to control population,”

He said that Advoantists have no position against sterilization and
night favor abortion in some instances (rape, or nental or physical
illnesses in the nother or in cascs of probable scvere illness in the
fetus), But, he added, the Church would resist any abortion progran
that encouraged sexual promiscuousness or didn't demand consultation by
approved nedical authorities,
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COUNTY'S SCHCOL INTEGRATION PLAN

LIELIL 2

HELD USELESS WITHOUT FINANCING
By Religious News Service (3-17-70)

LAS VEGAS, Nev, (RNS) -- The Clark County School Board has ap-
proved a proposed $1,500,000 integration plan which will affect thou-
sands of elementary and secondary students,

Despite pleas to speed integration, the board approved a proposal
which nay do no nore than integrate elenentary schools,

Representing the Clark County Ministerial Association, the Rev,
Jerone Blankinship, pastor of the University Methodist church, describe:
the school system as "ingrained with racisn,' and added, "Not many of u
like to use such language. It is as repulsive as the word 'sin',
but it is true and time will tell it like it is."

Mr, Blankinship told thc board that the Ministerial Association,
while disappointed with a lack of courageous and aggressive leadership
in the district, was willing to work for additional funds needed to
speed integration,

The school board did not accept Mr, Blankinship's offer,

Although the school board approved the plan, the district is
dependent on state aid to implement the full program, If the state
should refuse aid again as it did this year, the progran nust be
reevaluated and certain aspects eliminated,

It is highly inprobable that the district will borrow the full

anount, due to an already overtaxed budget, If funding is cut, the
progran will remain much as it is,
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